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Sandy Ballard campaign response to John Foley letter: 

Some residents received what I feel was an inappropriate and troubling letter signed by 

Supervisor Foley questioning my involvement and leadership in a number of successful projects 

over the last few years. I will briefly respond with the facts and move on to more important 

issues facing our residents. The facts are: 

1) Sheetz -- The public record proves that it is not true that I voted in favor of the plan for 

building the new Sheetz on Middletown Road while stating I fought against it. The land 

where Sheetz is now being built was rezoned to allow commercial use (including gas 

stations) years ago during a previous Administration, before I was a Supervisor. Anyone 

who attended township meetings in 2008 when that rezoning was proposed will note, 

as documented in the public meeting minutes for that year that I spoke passionately 

against the re-zoning. 

The commercial re-zoning of that area included allowing for gas stations to be built on 

the land. Once the land was re-zoned, against my strong objections, the property owner 

and any future property owners had the legal right to build a gas station.  

2) Granada Gym -- Given the choice between completely closing and moth-balling the gym 

or changing the management to a private company who will keep the gym open and pay 

the township and school district fees for that role, I chose the latter.  A committee 

consisting of two Supervisors and two School Board members is reported to have 

discussed the issues associated with the gym – but that meeting was not public.  On the 

Friday of Labor Day weekend, a discussion of the Granada Gym was added to our 

Supervisors Agenda for the Tuesday Sept 8 meeting. 

It was reported by some that this information was made public as far back as July 28th, 

but again the public record will show that there is no mention of the gym in any of the 

public meeting minutes going back to that time.  

I was told that if we did not change the management of the gym, the majority of the 

board would close and moth-ball the gym.  To avoid that, I voted for the change. 

Because the School District owns the Granada Gym property, the full School Board also 
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had to vote on the change. You know that I always encourage residents to speak up on 

issues. In relation to the gym decision, I encouraged interested parties to attend the 

School Board meeting and to participate in that discussion - just as I do for supervisors 

meetings. Our decision-making is only improved by greater involvement by more 

people. 

3) Regarding the claim that I have no record to support being a longstanding advocate for 

seniors. I want to make note of the fact that I have focused on seniors since I first 

campaigned to be a Supervisor in 2005.  

I have been a long term advocate for: 

 A property tax cap for seniors and others on a limited income to be funded by an 

inflation-adjustment increase in our local Amusement Tax:  From 85 cents/ticket 

to $1.12/ ticket, which would yield roughly $1 million/year. 

 Reduced Garbage Fees. The Township adopted the Pay As You Throw Option 

when I first joined the Board in 2010. 

 Safer crosswalks. Although we still need to work to improve cross-walk safety, 

the Township has made many improvements including, signage, enforcement 

and the number of marked crosswalks. 

My recent efforts seniors have ranged from:  

 Working earlier this year with the leadership of a long standing Rent Rebate 

program for seniors living in the Hershey Plaza Apartments (which is under new 

management) to enable the continuation of that program, 

                     To: 

 Addressing Aging in Place during discussions about the Comprehensive Plan and 

at the first Support Seniors Forum I held on Oct 28th where over 60 seniors came 

out in the rain to help develop these concerns.  I have raised the need for more 

55+ housing, transportation options for seniors, allowing Accessory Dwelling 

Units / Granny Flats, and universal design (wider doorways to allow wheelchairs, 

replacing doorknobs with levers).  We enjoyed a great exchange during the 

Seniors Forum at the Hershey library and I am scheduling the next Seniors Forum 

meeting to be at the library on Feb 17th at 10:00 AM (with a snow date of Feb 

24). 

4) The letter also claims that I have not been a leader in the effort to rewrite our 

Comprehensive Plan. Updating the 1992 Comprehensive Plan was a campaign goal 
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during my 2009 campaign. Four months after I took office, Ed Uravic and I drafted a 

resolution for the Board of Supervisors to begin the process to update the Plan using 

Smart Growth principles as our guide. Board Chair Mike Pries made the motion, and it 

passed unanimously. To avoid using thousands of dollars in tax-payers money, I led an 

all-volunteer working group (which included all the Hershey entities) to draft a 

Community Vision Survey (using Survey Monkey to save costs). Over 1,500 people 

responded - many more than we anticipated, and more than enough for valid 

results.  Volunteer Brian Shifflet did a detailed statistical review of the Survey. The 

working group brought in three nationally-recognized speakers to talk about Smart 

Growth. Our great volunteer Ed Uravic did over 30 listening sessions with residents to 

gain consensus on a Community Vision. The first and most important step of any process 

to develop a comprehensive plan is agreement on a Community Vision. That Community 

Visioning process which I led won a regional Smart Growth recognition award for its 

community involvement.  As more people bought in to the process and funding became 

available, a consulting firm was hired to complete the project. 

 

5) Regarding improvements to sidewalks and bike paths, I worked with Amy Hallock with 

support from bike and pedestrian advocates in both Lebanon and Dauphin Counties to 

form a Bike / Pedestrian Advocacy Group called Hershey Area Walks & Rolls. We have 

promoted the need for safer crosswalks and more sidewalks. I have worked with the 

School District and the Hershey entities on Walk and Bike to School Days.  Additionally, 

based on a Safe Routes to School Audit which I worked on with the School District, 

several sidewalks have been added or improved near the school on Areba and Cocoa at 

Elm.  During my first term the Board has authorized several bike path extensions 

throughout the township, most recently on Governor near Cherry.  

The grant we received for a Regional Bike Connections Study included a requirement for 

a $6,000.00 co-pay for which I raised most of the funds from individuals, stakeholders 

including the Medical Center, as well as my own contribution. The Township contributed 

roughly $2,000. The outcomes of that study have been added to our Comprehensive 

Plan for future bike /pedestrian path extensions. Since I have not accepted my $1,800 

per year/ Supervisor's salary for 6 years I have more than paid for the study. 

6) Finally, the letter states that I have conflicts of interest because one of my donors owns 

property that can be developed in Downtown Hershey and another has filed Right-to-

Know requests and a lawsuit against the township. Let me offer that I was not aware of 

any donor’s real estate ownership until I read Mr. Foley’s letter and I would never 

discourage any individual from owning property. Regarding Right-to-Know filings, I 
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certainly cannot, or would not ever think of trying to, discourage any citizen from filing 

Right-to-Know requests for information from any government agency. No elected public 

official should do that. After all, I have always been an advocate for transparency. 

Thank you for your willingness to take time to learn the truth. I continue to look forward 

to your support on November 3rd. 

 

 


