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Cheryl LaFleur, Acting Chairman 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20426 

 

 RE:   Cove Point Liquefaction Project 

  FERC Docket No. CP13-113-000 

 

Dear Chairman LaFleur and Secretary Bose: 

 

I write to you regarding the Dominion Cove Point Liquefaction Project and the 

proposal to add a liquefied natural gas (LNG) export facility to the existing import 

terminal site in Lusby, Maryland. 

 

As the Attorney General of Maryland, one of my top priorities is protecting our 

air, water, land and living resources from pollution and, particularly, preserving and 

restoring the Chesapeake Bay.  Statewide, individuals and environmental organizations 

have shared with me their concerns over the proposed facility and its potential 

environmental impacts at Cove Point. In addition, several commenters to the FERC 

docket have raised similar concerns over specific potential environmental impacts.   

 

To be sure, there are substantial potential economic benefits to the local area and 

the State from the Cove Point Liquefaction Project; however, they must be weighed 

against the potential significant adverse environmental impacts.  In its November 15, 

2012, scoping letter, the Environmental Protection Agency raised several important issues 

for further assessment of cumulative impacts from the project, including air quality in the 

region, construction or expansion of pipelines, energy production impacts, water quality 

compliance and the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and Watershed 

Implementation Plan (WIP) requirements.  Other commenters have addressed potential 

impacts related to climate change and increased shipping traffic. 
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §4321 et seq., 
reinforced the important role federal agencies play in protecting our environment from 

undue harms as projects proceed through the approval process.  The Environmental 

Assessment (EA) that is currently underway is the necessary first step in evaluating the 

potential environmental impacts.  An essential component of that EA is determining 

whether the approval of the proposed expansion of the facility to export LNG will 

“significantly affect the quality of the human environment.” 

 

I urge FERC to continue the NEPA process to conduct the level of review required 

for assessing the widespread cumulative impacts raised to date, including those on climate 

change, and to adequately address those through the completion of a comprehensive 

Environmental Impact Statement for the Dominion Cove Point Liquefaction Project in 

Lusby, Maryland. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Douglas F. Gansler 

 Attorney General  
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