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January 9, 2014 
 
 
Re:  Endangered Species Designation - HB 1576 & SB 1047 
 
For over 100 years, hunters and anglers have been the leading stewards of our natural resources, special species of plants and 
animals, and waterways. Because hunters and anglers are close to the natural resources, we are usually the first to spot 
problems and the first to take action.  Since the 1890s, each generation of American sportsmen has focused tremendous 
energy and money on not only harvesting fish and wildlife, but on making sure wildlife and aquatic species and their habitats 
are available for future generations.  

 
Sportsmen led the charge on endangered fish and wildlife protection in the 1920s, wildlife habitat conservation in the 1940s, 
clean water laws in the 1970s, farmland preservation in the 1980s, and so on.  Since the beginning of the conservation 
movement, credible sportsmen’s groups have taken firm political stands to wisely use and protect the natural resources. 

 
While there is no doubt that Pennsylvania state regulatory agencies have been overwhelmed with permit reviews and related 
work since the natural gas boom debuted in 2008, and there’s always room for improvement, HB1576 and SB1047 will achieve 
the opposite of their stated goals while unnecessarily threatening Penn’s Woods.  Many of the problems cited in this bill are 
unrelated to the Game Commission or the Fish & Boat Commission and their roles in the permitting process.  The problems 
the agencies have experienced can be corrected by setting statutory time frames and upgrading and streamlining the process, 
but seeking to eliminate and politicize Pennsylvania’s listing of species of concern means that eventually the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service will step in to run things.  Unlike state agencies, federal bureaucracies are not known for their accessibility or flexibility. 

 
Supporters of the bill talk of needed transparency and oversight of the listing process.  Both the Fish and Boat Commission and 
the Game Commission have the scientific expertise to conduct rigorous and sufficient oversight with an extremely transparent 
processes for designating the species and in designating wild trout water.  The process includes peer reviews and lengthy 
public input opportunities with agency review and response.  It takes six to nine months to complete and includes two periods 
of public comment and two separate votes by the Board of Commissioners.  Any regulatory action by the Board of 
Commissioners must be in accordance with the Game and Wildlife Code, the Sunshine Act, the Commonwealth Documents 
Law, the Commonwealth Attorneys Act and is subject to judicial review. 

 
The current process keeps the science in and politics to a minimum.  The supporters of the bill want the reverse.  

 
The Fish and Boat Commission and the Game Commission have not abused their discretion.  In reality, in the last five years the 
Fish and Boat Commission has added 13 species and de-listed 11, so the scientifically driven pendulum swings both ways. The 
Game Commission has added three in the last 10 years.  Placing the review of T&E Species under the IRRC process would mean 
lengthy delays of up to an additional two years; and undermine the ability of our resource agencies to do what is right for the 
resource in a timely manner. 

 
Pennsylvania has a long and proud tradition of allowing independent commissions staffed by nationally-recognized wildlife 
and aquatic experts to manage the flora and fauna of the Commonwealth without undue political interference. These bills 
would end that tradition and undermine the longstanding independence of the Game Commission and the Fish & Boat 
Commission and severely limit their ability to protect Pennsylvania's threatened and endangered species.  
 
 



 
 
 
It is a sad fact of recent times that some believe that all of the needed environmental protection happened decades ago, and 
that little or no resource protection is now needed.  They look at wildlife habitat and species conservation accomplished over 
the past 100 years as passé, as though it happened easily and overnight.  Managing endangered species is challenging and 
needs continual specialized, scientific care. 
 

As sportsmen and conservationists, we support the wise use of our natural resources and economic 
development, but we cannot support these bills.  While the current process does have potential for 
improvement, it certainly does not warrant the drastic measures stipulated in these bills.  We urge 
you to protect Pennsylvania’s fish and wildlife and oppose House Bill 1576 and Senate Bill 1407. 
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